'Prope' tolerance in a noncompliant living related small bowel transplant recipient after severe rejection.
Advances in immunosuppression and surgical technique have greatly improved patient outcomes after intestinal transplantation. However, the procedure remains one of the most challenging among solid organ transplantation as a result of the high rate of acute rejection, sepsis, and posttransplantation lymphoproliferative disorder. Recently, clinical trials to explore tolerance protocols in humans have been initiated, including small bowel transplant recipients, with results not always reproducible. The concept of operational tolerance is more meaningful in the clinical setting when physiological stability of graft function is achieved in the absence of maintenance immunosuppression. We report the intriguing case of a living related small bowel transplant recipient who developed clinical "prope" tolerance to the graft after treatment of severe acute rejection despite continuous noncompliance with immunosuppressive therapy.